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Abstract

Feminist literary history has explored the untold stories of women in
different spheres. Colonial Bengal witnessed the rise of a class of women
who were culturally, intellectually nourished and educated and they took
up the challenges posed by the orthodox society and went on to fulfill their
wishes, nevertheless. They began their journey into the world of education
with a warning that if a woman be educated her husband would die. The rest
is history. Womens health and sanitation is a much-neglected factor still
visible in our society. In colonial Bengal the situation was much worse
because of the social stigma of taking women patients to male doctors and
women were also forbidden to study medicine. In the prejudice-stricken
society where the birth of a girl was not welcomed by blowing the conch
shell but with wails, it was quite unthinkable to dream of womens'
education and that also in the field of medicine. In the present paper I
explore the journey of a few selected women in colonial Bengal in the
sphere of medicine and health. I attempt to explore the shift of womens'
journey from home to hospital and their involvement in both private and
public spaces and spheres.

Keywords: Historiography, Untold Stories, Trigger Warning, Women
Doctors, Health and Sanitation.
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FoPrOR AN @ WGl Fo Afop] = ORI 28I, SRE™E
ST ARSI BRI *ITFR 210 CrSAT TS| Syrlo AT o6 SRR
Q% G T WG TS AfSFT FR @A TSR 6 <A
SR OIS IR I% F91 2| G371 FIRY ARISwR 9 ™
R #RB bl e Fl9lm TR Il Z@tr TSR AT 2P
SN G 1T (NGt Fot 21 oD 28 AN ATTSIDICE 9 LA
FEE @ ICETE 8 IPATSIER T (T | Syrby A Floiw
FIIRE (ST e Wieatl Rrsidiom REs Ja@el =0 sy s
T s @ @ TR 26AR F2 SR G FIIEe (Wocwe
o1 O 2| (NI 2SR &) UGS FATH 718 ST B | A
BI! 7 IMET0 RINR @12I17/T] beTo, 0o F SIF &ely W31 3411 20|
IR AT 759 “A1ST FIFroFRA (AT G (0oet (reAH P’
ST TE OIF AT TRADNR T 26 CFS Cod 27| (Y #1(@ fofw
CINR GICTa Aopipie a1 Feferol @, Tt [T g2 fem
JIITTA (NIOCF A (RO TRATS | SIS #i S 717 fofw areta
TR ZPTATSIE FHGIRCR o1 FEF| GTA Sd S0 A g oM
1ce o fAeoTs fRETCA fTe wifkg #Ale SR (it |

A AEIMod TRE @F I Fof IR IR & AT @ AfS
O TR BT | GG T Gl BRI 28T 70 0 IR
T 28T @R B9 S T 2ot ©f I F28 @I, 7 o
O @190 JERA FYFS 2| oRFAF i #fe Fa0e i orRe
IR FEA (AT I I TSR FACO TR OIF , AR
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Bo{fcafe qreay fBfet owa feemm gfist : @36 Sepre

FAATAACES (&N S0 AT 71 7 0l 7S I& AT 908 ©fF o1
T TR RS SF I GREAT (K ™IF AT Wied A @R
P FEF W CIOE OISR 2NTS!l G WS TROGE  gwged
ST O | TN TR #1 9FeT #1F AfAF TR @EWNERTA A7
I, SR TETH I, AJEL G T &= (e af #{e1 I
G| Fareifs, Seenife, *Rerefs, e, sfeqa 3 b
TRIHT Tl 28R M A ol O ANIGF 87 AT SqTe
(RATRFR | ©IF TG (TS (T Y Aifet T191Th 77, Niett fofseTaa
Ao 2@ AR SPTLRER Ptz fofd @3 s Ahegl Ssvw A
(SIT) O G e itz 78 o TR T&y ME@ SNwE
TG i wrene e |

GTSIF Aeifer TR TSR TR 7oAt @ O TS GIAeR foq
IR 2T It ST A SRR T T 4FCR SRR AT N
R, T *os 32 *]e! TNE @ [l Sfozer i om om
Ol 29 A1 6 2fe2PT| «3 2fe2PT ARICE RHWeid SRR &) @31
TR Tod! IR AR IR 1N TRKifwgt| @2 “foTce wieE w1
TR SRR 1 ST AU Toa IR TCAMS 27 TR 20T @3
RS D02 G2 AR S 20 gaeaeny sR-THR B3
CIATRICER AT “hefe T 2=qwRiba Sobieia Mo a1 am—

So long as men can breathe and eyes can see
So long lives this and this gives life to thee.”

ST ¢

S| ol B FHeTs 8 Frllfrs, ASIfeT (MR SIRANES sy Sfet
T (T, ES] I, 2053) 5L YT, 7D brd |
1 A BEIGR, A8Ifel IR SIRAIETs 5wy il 10, 521 8|

OY I 110 B3 K 5 I e O T e o 1 o A B 1 | B K
(TorPTel, IR ARS] ARTR, 2053 ) T2 TZHE 0| 7N Sl
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TRIVIUM

Strd 8 T TR T F14F G2 TR0 ©ifgs T 24 o
T 290 New Woman 22 2 SR | @2 =04 =4l fof 737
Ry ifFe e FasrsHf TR IR |

Dagmer Engels, The Politics of Childbirth: British and Bengali
Women in Contest Sbrdo-55wo in P. Robb ed. Society and
Ideology: Essays in South Asian History (Delhi: Oxford University
Press, >5db) .

foal o[, N2ET Tre fexstes AP™ (I, S AT,
5558)!

foat o, wfEe Tre femertaz A

Shudha Mazumdar, A Pattern of Life- The Memoir of an Indian
Woman (New Delhi: Manohar Publishers and Distributors) New
edition 2030 Firstedition 5514).

Tfefee W ¢ wfHfret Sel Tifrs, Fifial Awe Snfye
A (FAFMOI, (T8 AR 8 Tl &SI i, M=
fergfmierr, R05¢) % - v

foat o, wfEe wre femartaz qifm

William Shakespeare, Sonnet No. ¥ in Evans Blakemore ed. The
Sonnet (New Delhi: Cambridge University Press, Reprint Edition,
2000),
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